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Today is Hanukkah. The festival of lights that lasts for eight days. 


But it is hard. My school will not give me a week off to celebrate the holiday. | am astraight A 





student who never misses a day. So | have requested leaving school a couple hours early, but the 
principal says if | do, it will come of my grades... 


| am attired in my holiday garb. | will be leaving for the ceremony after school, but | will miss 
much of it. 


"Etsuko, hey! Halloween or something?" Miko ran to catch up with me as | walked towards the 
classroom. 


| rolled my eyes and stepped into class. The room was almost filled as | entered. All eyes were 
watching me as | took a seat. 





But | was used to being stared at. | was the only one in school with a Jewish father and a 





Jananese mother. Being raised a Jewess meant being different from the others. 
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BORING! | don't see why we have to learn troupe and how to chant a Torah portion, why can't 
we Just speak it? 
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